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SUB J : SAYYID MAR I ELECTED SPEAKER OF PEOPLE S ASSEMBLY 

1. TO SURPRISE OF NONE, PRESIDENT SADAT' S CLOSE FRIEND AND IN-LAW, 
SAYYID MAR I, DEFEATED LEFTIST MP MAHMUD AL-QADI IN OCT 23 ELECTION 
OF SPEAKER OF PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY. MAR’I WON 278 OF POSSIBLE 315 
VOTES. ACCORDING TO PRESS, HE INTENDS TO RESIGN HIS POSITION AS 

SYG OF WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE ON NOVEMBER 16, IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING 
CONCLUSION OF THE CONFERENCE IN ROME. HE WILL ALSO RESIGN POSITION 
AS ADVISIOR TO PRESIDENT SADAT. 

2. ALI AL-SAYYID ALI AND GAMAL OTIEIFI WERE BOTH RE-ELECTED AS 
DEPUTY SPEAKERS, HAVING RUN UNOPPOSED. 

3. DEPARTMENT HAS FULL BIO INFO ON SAYYID MAR’ . AN AGRICULTURAL 
ENGINEER AND GENTLEMAN FARMER, HE IS AN OLD AND VALUED FRIEND OF 
PRESIDENT SADAT. MAR'S SON IS MARRIED TO SADAT'S YOUNGER DAUGHTER. 
MART COULD PROBABLY HAVE HAD PRIME MINISTERSHIP FOR ASKING, BUT 
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YEAR. SUBSEQUENTLY, HE LET IT BE KNOWN H WOULD ACCEPT NO APPOINTIVE 
OFFICE, SINCE HE DID NOT WANT TO ALLOW RUMORS OF NEPOTISM TO BEGIN. 
SPEAKER'S JOB NO DOUBT SUITS HIM BETTER ANYWAY, SINCE BESIDES 
BEING ELECTIVE, IT PUTS HIM NEXT IN LINE TO SUCCEED DECEASED OR 
INCAPACITATED PRESIDENT. FURTHER. SPEAKER S DUTIES ARE NOT ONEROUS 
OR TIME-COMUSMING. IN ANY CASE, ECONOMIC TAKS OF PRIME MINISTERSHIP 
SIMPLY DO NOT INTEREST HIM. 

4. CHARMING, INFORMAL, AND SOPHISTICATED, MART IS OF UPPER 
MIDDLE CLASS BACKGROUND. HAD THERE BEEN TWO PARTIES IN EGYPT 
RIGHTIST AND LEFTIEST-HE AND MARXIST MP AL-QADI WOULD HAVE BEEN 
AMONG NATURAL LEADERS OF THE TWO GROUPS. IT IS PERHAPS WORTH 
RECALLING THAT MART WAS WELL KNOWN AS SAADIST AFTER WW II. THUS, 

AS A FORMER PARTY ADHERENT AND A SUPPORTER OF THE PRINCIPLE OF PRIVATE 

ENTERPRISE IN AGRARIAN SECTOR, THE NEW SPEAKER IS QUITE A CHANGE FROM 
HIS LITTLE RESPECTED, DO-NOTHING. "ARAB SOCIALIST" PREDECESSOR. 
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